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PANCANAL PRIORITY 
SOUTHCOM PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 079638 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT:U.S. -PANAMA TRE ATYNEGOTIATION S : WEEKLY 
ACTIVITIES REPORT - APRIL 2 - APRIL 8 

1 . NEXT NEGOTIATING ROUND. NO DATE HAS YET BEEN SET. 

REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE NEXT ROUND IS NOT LIKELY TO OCCUR 
UNTIL AFTER THE TORRIJOS VISIT TO LIBYA. 

2. TECHNICAL TALKS. THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS ON FUNC- 
TIONS OF THE NEW ENTITY WHICH COMMENCED MARCH 28 WERE 
COMPLETED APRIL 4. AT THE FINAL MEETING, THE TWO DELEGA- 
TIONS CONSIDERED A PANAMANIAN LANDS AND WATERS PAPER WHICH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 079638 

HARDENED SOME ASPECTS OF ITS POSITION PRESENTED DURING THE 
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY TALKS. THE NEGOTIATORS WERE BRIEFED 
ON THE RESULTS OF THE TALKS ON APRIL 8. 

3. ECONOMIC ARRANGEMENTS WORKING GROUP. THE INTERAGENCY 
WORKING GROUP COMPLETED ITS DELIBERATIONS ON THE STRUCTURE 
OF ECONOMIC ARRANGEMENTS IN THE NEW TREATY ON APRIL 6. 
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ITS RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE NEGOTIATORS 
THE WEEK OF APRIL 1 1 . 

4. NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE SPEECH. AMBASSADOR BUNKER 
ADDRESSED THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE APRIL 5. HE OUTLINED 
U.S. OBJECTIVES IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AND THE STATUS OF THE 
TALKS WITH PANAMA. 

5. ENVIRONMENT. ARA/PAN APRIL 4 SENT A MEMORANDUM TO OES/ 
ENP CONCERNING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS OF A NEW 
TREATY WITH PANAMA. MINISTER BELL REQUESTED AN ENVIRON- 
MENTAL ASSESSMENT AND IDENTIFIED THE NEED FOR A PROMPT 
DECISION ON OBTAINING A CONTRACTOR AND REQUISITE FUNDING. 

6. PUBLIC AFFAIRS. DEFENSE SECRETARY BROWN WROTE SECRE- 
TARY VANCE MARCH 29 CONCERNING DOD ROLE IN CONGRESSIONAL 
AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES IN SUPPORT OF NEW CANAL 
TREATY. BROWN INDICATED DOD WOULD BE PREPARED TO DO ITS 
PART IN PROVIDING INFORMATION AND DOD VIEWS ON DEFENSE 
INTERESTS IN PANAMA CANAL TO PUBLIC. CONGRESS AND MEDIA. 

7. SUPPORT GROUP MEETING. THE SUPPORT GROUP MET APRIL 7 

TO DISCUSS A DOD PAPER CONCERNING THE RULES OF NEUTRALITY W 
WHICH WOULD GOVERN THE PERMANENT NEUTRALITY AND NON- 
DISCRIMINATORY OPERATION OF THE CANAL DURING AND AFTER THE 
LIFE OF THE TREATY. DOD LAWYERS ARE PREPARING A SECOND 
DRAFT OF THE PAPER TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE COMMENTS MADE 
DURING THE MEETING. 
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150257Z 083346/61 

P 150147Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MEXICO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY SAN IOSE 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 079638 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 79638 ACTION PANAMA INFO USUN NY 
PANCANAL SOUTHCOM DATED APR 08: 

QTE:C ONFIDENTIAL STATE 079638 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT:U.S. -PANAMA TRE ATYNEGOTIATION S : WEEKLY 
ACTIVITIES REPORT - APRIL 2 - APRIL 8 

1 . NEXT NEGOTIATING ROUND. NO DATE HAS YET BEEN SET. 

REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE NEXT ROUND IS NOT LIKELY TO OCCUR 
UNTIL AFTER THE TORRIJOS VISIT TO LIBYA. 

2. TECHNICAL TALKS. THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS ON FUNC- 
TIONS OF THE NEW ENTITY WHICH COMMENCED MARCH 28 WERE 
COMPLETED APRIL 4. AT THE FINAL MEETING, THE TWO DELEGA- 
TIONS CONSIDERED A PANAMANIAN LANDS AND WATERS PAPER WHICH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 079638 

HARDENED SOME ASPECTS OF ITS POSITION PRESENTED DURING THE 
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY TALKS. THE NEGOTIATORS WERE BRIEFED 
ON THE RESULTS OF THE TALKS ON APRIL 8. 

3. ECONOMIC ARRANGEMENTS WORKING GROUP. THE INTERAGENCY 
WORKING GROUP COMPLETED ITS DELIBERATIONS ON THE STRUCTURE 
OF ECONOMIC ARRANGEMENTS IN THE NEW TREATY ON APRIL 6. 

ITS RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE NEGOTIATORS 
THE WEEK OF APRIL 1 1 . 

4. NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE SPEECH. AMBASSADOR BUNKER 
ADDRESSED THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE APRIL 5. HE OUTLINED 
U.S. OBJECTIVES IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AND THE STATUS OF THE 
TALKS WITH PANAMA. 

5. ENVIRONMENT. ARA/PAN APRIL 4 SENT A MEMORANDUM TO OES/ 

ENP CONCERNING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS OF A NEW 
TREATY WITH PANAMA. MINISTER BELL REQUESTED AN ENVIRON- 
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MENTAL ASSESSMENT AND IDENTIFIED THE NEED FOR A PROMPT 
DECISION ON OBTAINING A CONTRACTOR AND REQUISITE FUNDING. 

6. PUBLIC AFFAIRS. DEFENSE SECRETARY BROWN WROTE SECRE- 
TARY VANCE MARCH 29 CONCERNING DOD ROLE IN CONGRESSIONAL 
AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES IN SUPPORT OF NEW CANAL 
TREATY. BROWN INDICATED DOD WOULD BE PREPARED TO DO ITS 
PART IN PROVIDING INFORMATION AND DOD VIEWS ON DEFENSE 
INTERESTS IN PANAMA CANAL TO PUBLIC. CONGRESS AND MEDIA. 

7. SUPPORT GROUP MEETING. THE SUPPORT GROUP MET APRIL 7 

TO DISCUSS A DOD PAPER CONCERNING THE RULES OF NEUTRALITY W 
WHICH WOULD GOVERN THE PERMANENT NEUTRALITY AND NON- 
DISCRIMINATORY OPERATION OF THE CANAL DURING AND AFTER THE 
LIFE OF THE TREATY. DOD LAWYERS ARE PREPARING A SECOND 
DRAFT OF THE PAPER TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE COMMENTS MADE 
DURING THE MEETING. 

VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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